Canvas is a newly integrated global art
ziiiliate within the HBA family. A
~omprehensive art consultancy, Canvas
“wcuses on enhancing exceptional hospitality
~terior designs with well-conceived and
= iy-realised art collections. From budgeting
:=d concept planning to procurement and
=stallation, Canvas joins under one
~~llective name three consultancies formerly
«=own individually as International Art
ollaborative (Atlanta), Art Group
~rernational (LA) and HBA Art (Singapore).
“hev are now also complemented by a brand
==w division in Hong Kong.

At the Four Seasons Guangzhou, Canvas
worked with HBA designers to conceptualise
2n art programme based on the evolution of
“orm and colour across the arc of the
swezsons, beginning in the

-bby through to the
~uilding's peak. In the
s«v Lobby, the triple-
~=:ght space is the base
== an atrium which rises
—ore than 30 storeys
~owards. Its focal point
: 2 piece by Australian artist Matthew
~arding, who created a 3m-tall stainless steel
«ulpture for this space. This graceful seed-

.= form is finished in vibrant red, conceived
- evoke the spirit of lightness, newness, and
~newal of life. The black dais on which it
<< is a water feature.

Canvas also collaborated with the client-
:opointed architects to develop a series of
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In the best art
programmes, it's not
only about the pieces
themselves

COUNYTRY FOCUS
Four Seasons » Guangzhou

massive screens — each nearly half a football
pitch in scale. These screens create a dynamic
concertina effect that provides a visual
contrast to the interior. The patterns for the
screens take their inspiration from rice fields
in spring, capturing the first shoots of the
season. As the screens progress higher into
the hotel, they reflect the maturing rice plant,
its harvest and storing the grain for the
winter. These intricately designed, faceted
and textured screens organically echo the
fractal design of the building itself.

The majority of the 1,300 commissioned
pieces were created by emerging and
established South Chinese artists, including
professor and artist Bai Xiao Hua, well
known for his simple yet elegant
compositions and unique eggshell inlay
technique. Canvas
directed a series of Bai's
works for the winter-
themed executive lounge
situated on the 99th
floor. In addition,
seasonally-themed works
by artists Han Ying Ling
and Wu Xiao Xun are strategically placed
throughout the hotel.

“Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou was a
remarkable project to be involved in. When
the consultant and client share a vision of
the importance of art to such a degree that
nearly every piece can be commissioned
specifically for the site, the results are
spectacular,” de Souza notes.

= ~w In the Sky Lobby, the triple-height space is the base of an atrium which rises more than 30 storeys
rds Facing page from top The focal point of the Sky Lobby is a piece by Australian artist Matthew
ng, who created a 3m-tall, stainless steel sculpture in vibrant red for this space  Sculptures by Yang
Zon Dong in the corridor at the Yu Yue Heen restaurant
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China hat-trick
for Four Seasons
Ry o g FEE

Rich Chinese traditions meet modern
elegance and style at the new Four
Hotel Beijing, located in the
e area of the central business
ict, close to the Third Diplomatic
Precinct = and once again, art plays a
key rol
Passing through a wide facade
reminiscent of the city's Imperial
Palaces and into the skylit central
atrium, Qin Feng's dramatic calligraphic
piece entitled Landscape of Desires
s the Chinese spirit of wu -
strength and passion.
Garden, Australian artist
Jayne Dyer's installation of hundreds of
polished steel butterflies soars skyward
up the atrium wall, inspired by the
famous Chinese folktale Butterfly
Lovers. Commissioned exclusively for
Four Seasons Hotel Beijing, it provides a
fantastical focal point for the intimate
tables and lush greenery of the space.
Four Seasons Hotel Beijing is the
third Four Seasons hotel to open in
China in 2012, joining the properties in
Guangzhou and Pudong, Shanghai. Four
Seasons Hotel Shenzhen, meanwhile, is
scheduled to open in 2013.
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